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¥ l .
“300 the new miniature camera by

ADOX Fotowerke Dr. C.Schleuss-
ner GmbH. is new in design as well as
in its variety of uses. In fact it is a com-
pletely new camera system.

This system comprises a camera body
containing the optical components and
the automatic exposure meter and an
interchangeable magazine which con-
tains the film and its advance mechanism
" and is, of course, completely light-proof.

A special adjustment mechanism of the
highest precision guarantees that any
ADOX 300 body forms a complete pre-
cision unit with any of the interchange-
able magazines. Photographs taken with
this camera will be pin-sharp and bril-
liant. A black-and-white film can be
exchanged for a colour film in a few

moments or a low-speed film can be
replaced by a high-speed one if lighting
conditions change rapidly, and there is
not the slightest loss of film.

Furthermore, the employment of a se-
cond interchangeable magazine makes
the immediate rewinding of an exposed
film unnecessary. The time thus saved
may be used to take another picture
which might otherwise have been missed.

The sturdy construction of the camera
body and interchangeable magazines
and the equipment with top-ranking
lenses, shutters and automatic exposure
meters guarantee permanent efficiency
of the highest precision. When handled
with care the ADOX 300 represents
money well invested.
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Make sure you understand the automatic
coupling between the various stops and
shutter speeds functions.

Press down with your second finger
of the left hand the rapid film wind
lever (T1).

This will advance the film by exactly one
frame and tension the shutter. With
a magazine inserted into the camera the
film itself will actuate the frame counter
{this is important, since it permits the
finding of any fault in the film advance
which may happen sometimes when the
magazine is not loaded correctly).

When the shutter is cocked the camera
is locked automatically and cannot be
opened. Try it yourself.

When the shutter is released by press-
ing the release knob (V7) — which, by

14

the way, has a thread to accept a cable
release (V8) —, the back of the camera
can be opened again.

The shutter with exposure values permits
also the use of half exposure values and
accordingly half stops. This is convenient
when pictures must be taken with a filter,
since many filter manufacturers have
replaced the usual filter factors by nega-
tive exposure values. This negative ex-
posure value should be deducted from
the exposure value measured and the
ensuing result used as the new exposure
value. Half-stops are also of importance
when colour film is used.
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The self-timer

The Compur Rapid Shutter XV as well as
the Synchro Compur Shutter MXV have
a built-in self-timer. You have nothing
to do but set the lever (V6) to V. As soon
as you press the release knob (V7) the
delayed action device starts running and
will release the shutter automatically
within about 8 seconds. With this setting
the shutter is also set to X-synchronisa-
tion; Alashbulbs may be used if the shutter
speed chosen is not shorter than 1/25sec.
For electronic flash any shutter speed
may be employed.

It is impossible to use the self-timer when
the flash synchro-lever is set to “M".

16

Shutter settings for flash exposures

The Compur Rapid Shutter XV permits
the use of all electrically ignited types
of fash, such as flash capsules, flash-
bulbs and electronic flash units. The
shutter speed ring (V4) should be set to
1/25 second or longer exposure fimes.
The flash-lead must be connected to the
flash confact (V5) and the lever (V§)
set to “X".

With the Synchro-Compur Shutter MXV
shorter shutter speeds than 1/25 sec. can
be employed. The lever (V 6) should then
be set to “M” and the instructions for the
use of the particular fiashbulb be studied
carefully. For electronic flash any speed
may be used but the lever V6 must be
set to “X“. This type of flash must not be
used with the “M"-setting.

v
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Taking pictures

P . - ’

» Lload the co-

mera with an
i interchange-
v able  mago-
: zine (M1) con-
taining a film of your own choice.

Now the ADOX 300 is ready for action,
for it should always be carried with the
shutter untensioned and the rapid film
wind lever (T1) should be pressed down
only immediately before the actual
exposure. Make the necessary measure-
ments and settings in front of your sub-
ject, press down the rapid film wind
lever, look through the viewfinder and
press the release knob. If you want to
take the same picture on colour or any
other film, change the magazine.

18

This is done like this:

Open the back of the camera (see page 4)
and remove the magazine. Exchange it
for another magazine containing a dif-
ferent film (see page 6) and close the
camera once again. You are then ready
for another shot. This rapid transition
from one film to another is the most
interesting feature of the ADOX 300.

However, please note!

The magazine should be changed only
after the shutter has been released. As
soon as the film in one magazine is used
up and the rapid film wind lever can no
longer be pressed down completely, one
final operation must be carried out.
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the exposure time

In general, the so-called “subject
measurement” will be sufficient. This
means that you view your subject
through the viewfinder, measure the light
and record it by pressing the light
measuring button (B 2). This method is
suitable for all subjects without ex-
tremely high contrasts.

When taking an open landscape or a
high mountain range you have to bear
in mind that the intensely blue sky or
the radiant white clouds can easily
falsify the reading. For this reason you
should tilt the camera downwards slight-
ly in order to give the automatic ex-
posure meter the opportunity of indicat-
ing the correct exposure values relative
to the all important foreground.

1/500

1/250 .

1/125
1/60
1/30

Instantaneous shots

Hand-held exposures

n " ”

115

1/8

Instantaneous shots
of longer duration

Camera on a firm
support
better on a tripod

1/4

1/2

Instantaneous shots
of even longer durat.

Tripod indispensable

Time exposure
Tripod indispensable




Exceptions: Photographs of interesting
cloud formations in which the details of
the landscape or buildings, etc. are to
be reproduced as silhouettes only.

In some cases the “subject measurement”
has to be revised by means of a “short-
range measurement”, for instance, when
bright subjects are to be photographed
in front of a dark background or vice
versa or with close-ups of small subjects
such as small living creatures. This type
of measurement is particularly impor-
tant when you want to take a portrait.
For a “shori-range measurement” you
should approach your subject until the
honeycomb lens of the automaticexposure
meter can accept only that light which
radiates from the individual portions of
the subject to be measured. It is a good
idea to record two or three portions of
the subject and to use the mean value.

22

A rule of thumb .
for short-range measurement

Distance between the exposure meter
and the important portion of the subject
not greater than the portion in question
is wide.

For exposures of subjects with very high
contrasts (e.g. snow landscapes) it is
more advantageous to replace the mea-
surement of the reflected light by that
of the “incident light”. For this purpose
fix the diffusing disc (B3h) in front of
the honeycomb lens (B 1) of the exposure
meter and measure the incident light in
the reversed direction, that is, from the
subjects towards the picture taking posi-
tion. Thus the intensity of the light falling
on the subject is measured while the
brightness of the subject is neglected.
Incident light measurement should also
be used for photographs in interiors
(with or without artificial light). This
method is simple and safe and secures
good pictures.



Shots against the light require a special
method of measuring. Once again the
diffusing disc should be used but, in this
case, measuring should be carried out
from the camera towards the subject.
The result has to be corrected, however:
when the subject contains high contrasts
and you want sufficient detail in the
shadows also, the diaphragm should be
opened by two stops in relation to the
stop measured. If the contrasts are not
so high opening the diaphragm by one
stop will be sufficient.

Please note: , :

Low speed films of 32 ASA = 26° BS.l.
= 16/10° DIN and less, such as the
ADOX KB 14 are “fine-grain films” with
the highest possible resolution and
accordingly suitable for any size of

enlargement. However, these films should
be exposed as correctly as possible.

The ADOX KB 17 (of 40 ASA= 27° B.S.L
= 17/10° DIN) is the general purpose
film. It is always the right’ film, has a
very fine grain and a sufficiently. high
speed.

ADOX KB 21 should be chosen when the
light is poor and the subject calls for
a very short exposure time. lts high
sensitivity to red makes it particularly
suitable for shots with artificial light.

Please remember:

An increase or decrease of
3/10° DIN means half or double
the exposure time.

23



Exposure for colour shots

The photo-cell of the built-in avtomatic
exposure meter has a colour sensitivity
which matches the basic colours and
thus guarantees their correct evaluation
in terms of brightness. When taking
colour shots the light value should be
used in the same way as for black-and-
white pictures. The exposure latitude of
colour reversal films, however, is rela-
tively small; for this reason the exposure
value should be ascertained with care.
It is a good plan to match the colour film
used, the camera and the automatic ex-
posure meter by taking a few trial colour
shots: the first shot on a colour film
should be exposed according to the
exposure value stopped. The second one
of the same subject, at the same distance
and the same lighting conditions should
be made with half an exposure value
higher, the next one with half an ex-
posure value lower and two more shots
with a full exposure value up and down
the scale.

24

3 s K
,;!(\‘l/l “ - fortaking colour pictures
-

Look for subjects with a

large crea of the same
colour and without excessive contrast!
Portraits should always be taken in front
of a quiet, neutral background. Open air
portraits will be most successful when
the sun is covered by a slight haze.

Landscapes: Look for a colourful fore-
ground. In the high mountains and on
the sun-lit beach use an ultra-violet filter,
which prevents that annoying “blue
cast”.

When taking colour pictures in daylight,
the shadows can be brightened by white
reflectors or by blue flashbulbs or elec-
tronic flash. Avoid mixed light (incan-
descent lamps with daylight), since it
will falsify the colours.
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