












The  Mother  of  the  Original  Leica 

George  Mann,  Staufenberg 

A  lot  has  already  been  said,  written  and  publicized  about  the  Ur- Leica,  and  I  would  like  to  enrich  this  

interesting  topic  with  a  new  insight  and  another  contribution.  During  inventory  work  in  the  Leica  Museum  in  

Solms,  I  became  aware  of  a  "photo  housing"  that  had  not  received  any  attention  until  then,  and  apart  from  

the  rounded  outer  shape  and  roughly  the  dimensions  of  the  Leica  IA,  has  no  other  known  features  of  a  Leica. 

Picture  1 

The  body  opened  with  both  spools  and  bottom  cover. 

This  sample  device,  manufactured  without  any  surface  treatment,  bears  the  museum  number  M  875  from  Prof.  

S.  Rösch  and  comes  from  the  so- called  "Barnack  cabinet"  in  the  photo  construction.  The  "Barnack  cabinet"  was  

a  sheet  metal  cupboard  in  which  Mr.  Albert  kept  the  legacies  and  samples  of  Oskar  Barnack,  among  other  

things,  before  they  were  handed  over  to  the  Leitz  collection  (Henn  Prof.  S.  Rösch). 

After  examining  this  housing  more  closely,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  can  only  be  a  "pre- model"  of  the  

original  Leica.  There  was  no  reason  for  Barnack  to  manufacture  such  a  primitive  housing  based  on  the  original  

Leica!  It  also  cannot  have  been  a  sample  of  the  "MIFILMCA"  micro camera,  as  this was  manufactured  from  1937  

and  was  built  from  parts  of  the  Leica  IA  in  production.  The  body  of  M  875  is  133  mm  long  and  53.5  mm  high  

(the  Leica  IA  has  the  dimensions 133.5mm  and  56mm). 

On  the  front  of  the  outer  aluminum  housing  is  a  cylindrical  brass  connector  with  an  internal  diameter  of  38  

mm  and  a  length  of  48.5  mm  and  a  clamping  screw  (lens  mount).  A  slide  is  guided  in  it  on  the  housing  wall;  

this  one  is  32.5mm  wide  and  has  an  opening  with  a  diameter  of  30  mm  (slider  lock).  The  inner  "main  body"  is  

made  of  wood  and  is  fastened  to  the  front  of  the  housing  with  four  screws.  It  has  a  cylindrical  passage  of  25  

mm  (picture  window) 

Picture  2 

The  body  from  above. 

A  flap  with  a  hinge  is  attached  to  the  back  of  the  outer  housing,  which  can  be  opened  upwards  and  closed  

with  two  latches.  The  longer  bar  was  probably  attached  later.  The  flap  covers  a  33  diameter  cylindrical  opening  

in  the  case. 

The  top  cap  is  4.7mm  high  and  made  of  brass  soldered  together.  The  advance knob  is  located  on  the  left.  The  

arrow  on  the  knob  points  in  the  wrong  direction  and  was  certainly  intended  for  film  transport  from  left  to  

right.  There  is  also  a  pointer  on  the  top  cap,  which  is  firmly  connected  to  the  film  transport  roller.  By  means  

of  a  marking,  the  film  can  be  advanced  by  exactly  8  teeth. 

The  bottom  cover  is  4  mm  high,  also  made  of  brass,  and  was  probably  deep- drawn  with  a  primitive  tool.  The  

indentation  for  the  locking  screw  was  soldered  on  and  the  tripod  thread  was  screwed  on. 

A  brass  bearing  plate  is  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  wooden  main  body  with  two  wood  screws.  The  two- 

row,  eight- toothed  film  transport  roller  is  mounted  in  it  and  the  thread  for  the  locking  screw  of  the  bottom  

cover  is  attached. 

The  housing  is  equipped  with  two  film  spools,  both  with  a  winding  diameter  of  12  mm.  One  has  two  lugs,  

suitable  for  the  perforations  of  the  film,  the  other  has  a  piece  of  spring  steel  riveted  on  to  clamp  the  film.  

The  flange  diameters  are  23.2 - 23.8  mm. 

Picture  3 

The  body  from  below  with  tripod  thread  and  locking  screw. 



What  are  the  arguments  for  saying  that  this  is  the  "mother  of  the  Ur- Leica"? 

1. No  part  corresponds  to  a  later  manufactured  Leica. 

2. Round  image  window 

3. No  cassette 

4. Main  body  made  of  wood 

5. No  stop  for  film  transport 

6. The  spools  only  have  the  winding  diameter  with  those  manufactured  later  spools  together. 

7. The  film  transport  roller  has  two  rows  of  teeth  (one  had  not  yet  had  any  experience  with  loading  film.  

Two  rows  of  film  transport  rollers  were  only  introduced  when  the  film  gate  was  introduced  on  the  

Leica). 

8. Film  transport  from  right  to  left. 

9. Lens  mount 

10. Shutter  slides  etc. 

All  of  these  features  have  little  in  common  with  Oskar  Barnack's  pre- production  models  (Ur- Leicas).  Barnack  

would  very  likely  have  used  parts  that  he  had  already  designed  or  that  are  manufactured  there  for  a  test  

model  that  would  have  to  be  dated  after  the  original  Leica.  So  I  can  only  conclude  that  the  housing  No.  M  

875  must  be  the  first  known  camera  for  cinema  film  with  a  film  step  of  8  perforation  holes – the real  Ur- Leica. 

Picture  4 

The  back  flap  opened. 

Picture 5 

The  body  from  the  back  with  the  flap  closed. 

Picture  6 

Housing  without  bottom  cover  with  both  spools. 

Picture 7 

The  two  spools. 

Picture 8 

Body  without  spools. 


